
From the  Pasto r ’ s  Desk 
We had a successful Vacation Bible School this past week.  My thanks to our Religious Education Department 
staff and to the many volunteers who assisted them in preparation, decoration and instructing the children.  A lot 
of work and thought went into the program.  It takes a lot of effort and dedication to making this activity happen 
smoothly.  I was out for a couple of days at the beginning of last week.  The Bishop gathered the priests 
together in Rockport in a convocation for dialogue on various areas of interest regarding diocesan programs. It 
was the last of these meetings I would be expected to attend.  Retired diocesan priests are always welcome at 
any gathering of the clergy but that attendance is not necessarily expected. 

Fr. Jerry and I are retiring this summer.  Fr. Jerry will move out of the rectory into a home he is renting here in 
Portland on the last day of June. I will leave OLMC on July 19th.  Though my retirement is scheduled for July 
1st, the Bishop asked if I would stay on a few more weeks.  Our new pastor, Fr. Piotr Koziel, will be in Poland 
on vacation celebrating his 50th birthday with his mother and brother. I will live at St. John Vianney Residence 
for Priests in Corpus Christi after July 19th.  I am in the process of moving stuff (I don’t need to move a lot as 
the apartments are fully and comfortably furnished) and I am trying to downsize by clearing stuff out of my 
quarters here and getting them painted before Fr. Peter arrives to take up his duties. 

Our retirement from an active parochial assignment is not a retirement from the priesthood.  Retired priests help 
with Masses and Confessions in other parishes to assist pastors as needed.  Some of our retired priests are busier 
now than they were when they were in regular assignments.  Lots of parishes need help so there is little danger 
of not being able to find something to do.  I intend also to be available at St. John Vianney for people who want 
to come for Confession or for personal spiritual counseling and direction. More information on that later.  As I 
mentioned when I first announced my retirement, I request that you do not ask me to return to Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel for Baptisms, weddings etc.  It is not fair to a new pastor if the old one doesn’t go away. 

Our Teen ACTS Retreat will begin this Thursday afternoon and will conclude with Sunday’s 11:00 am Mass.  
Be aware that the closing Mass for the retreat will be crowded, so you might be aware if you are allergic to 
crowds. 

Our Parish Business Office is now operating on a summer schedule.  This means that the office closes an hour 
earlier (at 3 pm instead of 4 pm Monday through Thursday). The office always closes on Fridays at noon. The 
priests do not necessarily follow the business schedule.  If we are not in when you call, if it’s an emergency, 
leave your name and number and we will get back to you. 

The following are some short questions and short answers to common “FAQ” brought to my attention.  For 
further explanation of any of them, please contact me personally. 

1) Why does it cost so much to get married in the Church? It doesn’t cost anything to get married in the 
Church.  The usual offering to the church for a wedding is $100. If that is a problem for any couple it 
can be waived.  If you want a $1500 wedding dress, you have a $1500 wedding, but that has nothing to 
do with church. Limousines, expensive flowers and receptions can make for an expensive wedding but 
that has nothing to do with the church and is in no way a requirement.  The requirements for a Catholic 
wedding are: Groom, Bride, two witnesses and a priest or deacon.  That is ALL you have to have. 
 

2) I have had a previous marriage and might need an annulment. I have heard that the process is extremely 
expensive and that an annulment would mean our children are illegitimate. The Tribunal that processes 
annulment cases is located in the Diocesan Chancery.  They request a fee for a formal case of a total of 
$350.  This fee also can be reduced or waived if necessary. The fee is intended to offset some of the cost 
of processing an annulment.  A Church annulment has nothing to do with legitimacy of children.  



3) All children born of the marriage are legitimate.  Because every case is as different as the people 
involved, contact me for information rather than taking the word of co-workers or family members. 

4) What are the requirements for godparents (padrinos) for Baptism?  Godparents must be at least 16 years 
of age, must be practicing Catholics (attend Mass regularly, receive the Sacraments, and have received 
all the Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism Confirmation and Holy Communion). If married, they must be 
married by the Church It is the role of a godparents to be an example of faith to the child being baptized 
and an example of faith to the parents. 

5) I (we) are civilly married and would like to be married by the Church. What do we do? Talk to me or to Fr. 
Jerry.  Call our office and ask for the priest to whom you wish to speak. If he is not in, leave a message with 
your phone number and we will call you back as soon as we can. Some of these things may take a bit of 
time.  There are almost 4,000 of you and two of us, and we are old, but we are here to serve you to best of 
our ability. 

Fr. Mark Chamberlin 

 


