
From the  Pasto r ’ s  Desk 
I know I am getting older but the weeks seem to be busier.  Last weekend we had a great ACTS retreat for men.  
I wasn’t able to spend much time at the retreat because of the schedule here, but the staff did their usual 
efficient work to make everything come out according to plan. 

My own schedule was busier than usual with three funerals (and rosaries/wake services), several weddings a 
couple of receptions and Confirmations) and various other things. I appreciate the help of so many people 
during that weekend. 

On Monday we had a meeting of the Parish Finance Council – my last before retirement.  The Finance Council 
meets on a quarterly basis to review our overall financial picture. Our bookkeeper, Nancy Bridger, presented the 
report.  Realistically we are in reasonably good shape.  I told Bishop Mulvey when I turned seventy that I was 
not inclined to do any building, but that I would try to be sure that the parish plant was in reasonable shape, that 
the infrastructure (the dull things like plumbing, electrical, air conditioning, roofs etc.,) were up to date.  That, I 
think, has been accomplished.  In a plant this size there are various things that need attention from time to time, 
but we have new roofs on all the buildings, mostly new air conditioners, no significant plumbing problems.  I 
also told the Bishop that I would try to leave a few dollars in savings for the next pastor’s administration.  I am 
happy to report that we are current on our obligations, that we have no long term debt, and that we have 
$435,415.00 in savings as of this writing.  Of that amount, $296,700.00 was the parish rebate from our 
contributions to the Diocesan Legacy of Faith program, now in its last year.  We have significantly passed our 
goal for that program.  If most of those who are behind on pledges to Legacy of Faith were to be able to pay all 
or part of their pledge, the parish would now receive back 80% of what goes in. 

Ours is not an affluent parish bur it not a poor parish.  We have many material blessings that a lot of other 
parishes do not have. I am grateful for your support and encourage all parishioners to give sacrificially to 
church and its’ ministries. 

This week we have Confirmations for our students on Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm at the Cathedral.  
Students from several parishes will join us in that celebration by Bishop Mulvey.  Bishop-Emeritus Edmund 
Carmody often assists Bishop Mulvey in this celebration.  I am most grateful to our Confirmation Coordinators, 
Kyle Nohavita and Norma Ochoa, to the TGIF team and the religious education office staff for their work in 
preparing this class. On Saturday evening at 6:00 pm we have our First Communion celebration. Our thanks to 
those involved in their preparation and to their families for their support. 

As the specter of retirement begins to loom nearer – Next weekend (the 13th and 14th) we will have “come and 
go” receptions in the hall after each weekend Mass for our Parish Secretary, Barbara Wineland. Barbara has 
served this parish faithfully for forty years providing dedicated service and institutional knowledge under the 
pastorates of Fr. Joe Berger, Fr. John Vega and me.  We are most grateful for her years of cheerful service and 
wish her a happy and peaceful retirement. I hope that you will take a few minutes to drop in on one of 
receptions to thank her personally for all she has done for us. 

The following are some short questions and short answers to common “FAQ” brought to my attention.  For 
further explanation of any of them, please contact me personally. 

1) Why does it cost so much to get married in the Church? It doesn’t cost anything to get married in the 
Church.  The usual offering to the church for a wedding is $100. If that is a problem for any couple it 
can be waived.  If you want a $1500 wedding dress, you have a $1500 wedding, but that has nothing to 
do with church. Limousines, expensive flowers and receptions can make for an expensive wedding but 
that has nothing to do with the church and is in no way a requirement.  The requirements for a Catholic 
wedding are: Groom, Bride, two witnesses and a priest or deacon.  That is ALL you have to have. 



2) I have had a previous marriage and might need an annulment. I have heard that the process is extremely 
expensive and that an annulment would mean our children are illegitimate. The Tribunal that processes 
annulment cases is located in the Diocesan Chancery.  They request a fee for a formal case of a total of 
$350.  This fee also can be reduced or waived if necessary. The fee is intended to offset some of the cost 
of processing an annulment.  A Church annulment has nothing to do with legitimacy of children.  

3) All children born of the marriage are legitimate.  Because every case is as different as the people 
involved, contact me for information rather than taking the word of co-workers or family members. 

4) What are the requirements for godparents (padrinos) for Baptism?  Godparents must be at least 16 years 
of age, must be practicing Catholics (attend Mass regularly, receive the Sacraments, and have received 
all the Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism Confirmation and Holy Communion). If married, they must be 
married by the Church It is the role of a godparents to be an example of faith to the child being baptized 
and an example of faith to the parents. 

5) I (we) are civilly married and would like to be married by the Church. What do we do? Talk to me or to Fr. 
Jerry.  Call our office and ask for the priest to whom you wish to speak. If he is not in, leave a message with 
your phone number and we will call you back as soon as we can. Some of these things may take a bit of 
time.  There are almost 4,000 of you and two of us, and we are old, but we are here to serve you to best of 
our ability. 

Fr. Mark Chamberlin 

 


